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(18)   General Remarks*

8<L It is a great pity that the students from the Maratha
community and intermediate classes cannot take sufficient advantage
of primary schools owing to their parents' poverty, ignorance, and
indifference towards education. The number of students of this
class docs not show a satisfactory increase. The inspecting. staff is
specially asked by the School Board to take special interest and care
t-o see that the education of Alarathas and intermediate classes does
show satisfactory advance in future

81.    Primary education  has been  made compulsory  for every
boy of sohool-going-age (from 7 to 12 years ).    The total number of
children  of school-going age was 53411 and the number of students
attending the schools was 346SS.    List of children of school-going-
age are prepared annually by village officers,  and parents are fined
for not getting  their children admitted into school or for keeping
them  absent  without   reasonable  cause.     But,   many a time, this
ineasare cannot be rigidly enforced by the village officers concerned,
who -are ignorant and averse to education, and have a general dis-
regard for Primary Educational matters,    The public have also lost
faith as primary education does not help them financially.

82.    The spread of literacy is very slow, owing to the indifferent
attitude and neglect on the part of   the adults for whose sake the
school  board   is  taking  great  pains,    The School Board  set aside
liberally a sum of Rs, 2,400 for magic lantern slides, demonstrations,
and lectures by way of propogancla for the removal of illiteracy, and
for the execution of a comprehensive scheme for mass education,

XVIL    The Kolhapur Local Self-Government Conference.

S3. A Conference of all Local Self-Goveriiment Bodies includ-
ing the Municipalities in the Kolhapur State, was held under the
Presidentship of Mr. P. R. Chikodi, B. A., Ex. M. L. C. of Belgaum in
theSykes Buildings at Kolhapur on the 30th and 31st of May, 1937^
The members of the IlakhaPanchayat, Kolhapur, and the Kolhapur
City Municipality, the delegates of the Taluka and Village Panebayat^